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FOREWORD

The DoD Hazardous Materials Information System provides basic
technical reference data to assist in the management of hazardous
materials so that the risk involved in the performance of various
jobs is minimized. The system was established and operates to
support our efforts to comply fully with the various laws that
apply to safety and health, transportation, and the environment
by providing knowledge as to the specific hazards associated with
individual items.
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The purpose of this guide is to assist users and potential users
of the information contained in the system. The guide is
intended to help personnel who are trying to locate and utilize
data on hazardous materials. It offers suggestions on how the
data may be used and provides understanding of the system’s ca-
pabilities.

There is a wide range of data in the system related to safety,
health, storage, packaging, labeling, transportation, precautions
for use, and disposal of hazardous items. Care must be taken to
seek the assistance of the appropriate specialists in these areas
to assure proper use of some of this information. The very fact
that the items identified in this system are hazardous dictates
the extra degree of caution imposed by the laws which require
that such information be readily available to persons working
with or near such substances. It should also be noted that the
relative degree of hazard can vary considerably between items.
Assistance, beyond that provided by this guide, may be sought
from the various focal points identified in Appendix A.

This Guide is authorized by DoD Instruction 6050.5, January 25,
1978. Recommendations for additions, deletions, and corrections
to this guide should be addressed to Headquarters, Defense
Logistics Agency, ATTN: DLA-SC, Cameron Station, Alexandria,
Virginia 22304-6100.
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